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On the opposite page are pictured two of the newest bromeliad hybrids to be registered with the Society. Both appear to be outstanding plants.

Vriesea 'Po Boy' is a hybrid of the late Ralph Davis, enthusiastic bromeliad grower and propagator of Miami, Florida, who made the cross in 1970 using V. simplex var. rubra as the seed parent and V. ensiformis var. ensiformis as the pollen plant. Mr. Davis unhappily did not live to see the plant put out its first inflorescence in 1974, and it was named by his widow, who used an expression popular with her husband. V. 'Po Boy' is a lovely medium-sized plant, displaying the best features of both parents.

We must thank Robert G. Burstrom for registering this cross. It is our understanding that Mr. Davis made a number of outstanding hybrids, many of which are grown in southern Florida but which are unknown in other parts of this country. It is our sincere hope that Mr. Burstrom, who is on the Board of Directors of the Bromeliad Society, will oversee the registration of all of Ralph Davis' fine hybrids, so that others may know and appreciate his

many endeavors in this field.

Billbergia 'Tolbert Johnson' is a cross made by Charles T. DeFrance of Deland, Florida, who used B. 'Henry Teuscher' as the pollen plant and B. amoena var. viridis as the seed parent. The cross was made in 1970 and flowered for the first time in 1974. According to Mr. DeFrance the plants are slightly variable. The leaves are cream spotted light green and are about ten in number when grown in half sun. The inflorescence is semi-erect. The bracts are pink to red; the sepals and petals are red, resembling the parent B. 'Henry Teuscher.'

Bromeliad catalogues, both here and abroad (Europe, Australia, etc.), every year are listing more and more hybrids, all of which have highly suggestive names. Although many of these plants are very fine and are worthy of a place in collections, they would be more valuable if their parentage were known, as well as the name of the person responsible for the hybridization. This office is constantly getting inquiries regarding the heritage of a certain cross about which nothing is known. Unfortunately, we have no way of running down the parentage of these plants if the hybridist prefers to remain unknown.
